ATLANTIC SCIENCE LINKS
ASSOCIATION (ASLA)
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Fourth Conference for Science
Enthusiastic science teachers from seve r
schools across Nova Scotia attended the oA
Teachers by the Atlantic Science Links roe

the third week dfr edav enobrer o0 2pBmge 2)

: Cl gssroaqm nesent
Science Contest Draws Nearly 1,300 Junio" "Hi*gh
. ) ) Speakers for car e
I n December 2023, nearly 1300 junior high studensts fromf20_ sct
Centres for Education @GRGE) omar tsicd iematee ¢ oint eAS$L Apr omotsing ' "
STEM career exploration. The top ten scorers and Thiectop ©S€OT E
pendent school were awarded certificates, and the BPP FQESe fi
. . p VI S
also received cash awards. After the winners were announced i
hosted a reception 4tr eRal hmou=i @ nUrmpiawer Si)t vy . Field tripfy

Science cont e

Women in STEM Mentorship Network Laynched. with

I'n February 2025, ASLA established the NovayS¢goetpiianWomen in;$’
(WSMN), aimed at encouraging young women to participate in STE
education through representation and mentorship. The WSMN was
in April 2025 with a pilot evdemt, faewdi gilrdls Q&A gs amiesarl Of or s e
and theirr eppadr emotrse. o(n page 4)

2025 ASLA Conference for Science Teache




ASLA Conference for (8omnteinncueedTéacih eprasge 1)

The -dauf lconference invited science teachers from across NorviacuSc o
| u-mel at edgogn hlaals, facilitated by Dal housie scientists. Th-eeagdwnl
science content and techniques directly to teachers, sttaegemteni

were free of charge for teachers.

The day began with a | and acknowl edgement and opening remarks f
speech given by Charles Macdonal d, Dean of the Faculty ofafici ence
ferried to their | abs. The | abs consisted of:
-Understanding and identifying mineral and crystal propert)ies (
-Meet your neighbours: Pl ants in and around the schoolyard (I ns
-Exploring DNA from fruit (Ilnstructors: postdoc James Kho and P
-Ocean School : Exploring the ocean through i mmersive multimedia

Hal i f-decBcExpo Chief Judge Julia Sarty al soMapkiongd®di enc¢ & nEdnit i sneV

Twenttwo teachers were in attendance. Labs were relevant teo |ljewreil ar
Teachers came from far and wide across Nova-cb¢cgtiszhoiohsl udineg prul
school s. 7 teachers came from Halifax Regional Centre for HRBducat
tion (CCRCE), 3 from Conseil Scolaire Acadien Provincial (TC3AP),
fromCdunty Regional Centre for Education (TCRCE), 1 from Stirait

Victoria Regional Centre for Education (CBVRCE), and 2 from Prive

The conference ended with closing remarks from Patrice C! to@n Ch e
ASL& Executive Director Rajesh Rajeselvam, a final vote of thank:
ber s, funder s, and conference organizers Aruni ka Gunawardena, Ra ]

Mi ner al

Addresses-R)r dmupli ka Gunawardena, Charles Macdonal d,




Awarded students. TR: ABHdArExsecanhdvehB®nkscfoom Rajesh

encouragement from Andy Fill more, Hal i fax Member of

ASLA Science ContdsbnfiomueSit idemtmsage 1)

A total of 1281 students from 20 schools across the proviade re
answer sheets were mailed out to schools and all student sScAmpl ¢
were organized, and submitted for grading. At each gr adentwietvleiln
each participating Regional Centre for Education were identified
The awards ceremony took place on ®ayi 2t iSci 2024 &enbalkhansdi &t de
Atrium. The top scoring students, their parents & nadnfiiamisdl tireast,i vael
Samantha Beal, served as the MC for tkhrekievieanntd. aTchken ocwel re@&ngdenme ma p ebr
Director, Rajesh Rajaselvam. ASLA President, Arunika Gunawadmdena
contest and expressing her astonishment and joy at the parSthd ci pe
then shared a statement from the Honourable Becky Druhan, Mi ni st
|l ated the students on their impressive accomplishment.

Next, Chuck Macdonal d, Dean of the Faculty of Science at rkan mMous
involved in science and to work towards safeguarding our mn&taur al
al so congratulated the students and voiced his enthusiasm ddo-r th
dents with scientific pursuits.

The invited speaker, Mi chaela Kembe&, Fakbolity af mdlddcal neiVhedeilt vi

Science CanoSTekén¥@ur ewi ntnhien ga wsatruddent s by sharing her scientific

The presentation of atwandstbeégans witbomtbéebhegraderi wigtht tibha retesspr

ASL8 Executive Director, Raj esh Rajasel vam, finished the ceoemon
make the contespe@ioalsli ylthe participating students and their fan
of fered a chance for students and their family members to mingle



